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Week 3 Discussion 1Research Methodologies Unitized in Two Dissertations
In research, the methodology refers to the strategy that outlines how the research project is to be undertaken and the methods to be used (Alharahsheh & Pius, 2019). To understand how different methodologies can be used, we can compare and contrast two dissertations, one by Brunson (2017) and the other by Suttingtom (2018). Although both studies used a qualitative approach, they employed different research designs, with Brunson (2017) using a phenomenological design and Suttington (2018) employing a case study. Brunson (2017) selected a phenomenological design since it allows the researcher to focus on what all the participants have in common as they experience a phenomenon. As such, it enabled Brunson (2017) to understand the experiences of individuals lacking financial education in an African American community in Akron, Ohio. In a phenomenological study, the researcher spends more time with the participants mainly to increase the validity and honesty of the data (Brunson, 2017). Conversely, Suttington (2018) used a case study design since it was more suitable in exploring the findings and results across several churches. Thus, it was useful in exploring the central phenomenon which in this case was the lack of financial literacy and accountability in black Baptist churches in the Mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. (Suttington, 2018).
Nonetheless, both researchers used interviews as the main method of data collection, with Brunson (2017) conducting face-to-face interviews in one-hour increments and Suttington (2018) using telephone interviews. Additionally, both used open-ended questions to enhance the quality of the information collected. However, Brunson (2017) used warm-up questions to make the participants more comfortable while Suttington (2018) did not. Furthermore, both researchers used purposive and snowball sampling to select the appropriate participants. This is because the purposive sampling method pre-targets certain individuals who possess key selection or additional criteria needed for representation in the study, and snowballing enabled the researchers to identify more suitable candidates from a larger population (Brunson, 2017).
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